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To Bob,
for telling the story, and insisting that it be told again.

And to David, Dave, Art, Norm, and Jim
for breaking the trail.



To my wife, Anne-Marie, for encouraging me to write seriously,
and giving me the space to do so.

To James Cieslak and ].T. Gill for the experience on Trail Crew.
To Brad Wrobleski for teaching me alpinism.

To the readers of various drafts who gave feedback, especially
Kevin Hakl, Pat Morrow, and Don Wynn.

To Brad Bellows for the travels and the encouragement.

To Ruth Linka of Brindle & Glass publishing, for taking a chance
on new authors.

To Lynne Van Luven, who helped edit the publisher’s drafts.

To the triumvirate of exceptional reviewers: Marcia Delves, Katie
Ives, and Joe Kadi for keeping me sane and on track through
many working drafts.

To Don Gorman, of Rocky Mountain Books, for encouraging
my project without boundaries.

To those who gave me a place to write when I most needed
uninterrupted solitude: chez Fafard, chez Dionne, and the three
houses of chez Dianne.

To the Banff Writer’s Studio — all of you for the great community,
and especially to Michael Helm for his expert guidance. To Edna
Alford and Greg Hollingshead for your belief in the transforma-
tion of the story. And to Linda, Leigh, and Saleema for your
friendship and advice.

To Bob Sandford, for your friendship, guidance, and mentoring,
without which this story would not have seen the light of day.



Jerry Auld’s short stories have been published in the Alpinist and
in the Canadian Alpine Journal. He is a graduate of the University
of Calgary and an alumnus of the Banff Writing Studio, where he
worked under the direction of Michael Helm and Paul Quarrington.
At the 2005 Banff Mountain Film Festival, Jerry was the co-recipient
of the People’s Choice Award for the independent film Siszer Extreme.
Jerry’s knowledge of the mountains comes from full-time work on the
trail crew for Kananaskis Country in the Alberta Rockies, as well as
at the Banff Centre, Parks Canada, and the Banff Lodging Company.
He is currently a self-employed consultant in website development
and programming. Hooker ¢ Brown is his first novel.





